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1  MODULE OVERVIEW  

Web Services play a key role in remote  client connectivity to WSS and MOSS servers.  The 

path used for almost all web services is http://servername/sites/sitename/_vti_bin .  WSS 
provides some core web services and MOSS builds on that feature set to provide even more 
functionality.  This module  covers the various web services and the services that they provide.  

SharePoint is leveraged heavily by Office and provides a platform for information worker 
collaboration. WSS is a component of Windows Server for creating team -based Web sites that 

enable  information sharing and document collaboration. WSS provides team services and sites 
to the Office System and other desktop applications. It also serves as a platform for 
application development and is the engine for all SharePoint sites. Including such I T resources 
as portals, team workspaces, e -mail, presence awareness, and Web -based conferencing, WSS 
enables users to locate distributed information quickly and efficiently, as well as connect to 
and work with others more productively.    

Web services play a key role in enabling this connectivity, especially when it comes to 
remotely managing a deployment of SharePoint sites or interacting with a SharePoint site via a 
smart client application.  

1.1  WHAT ARE WEB SERVICE S? 

In recent years, the imperative to connec t people, information, and processes has changed the 

way software is being developed. Successful IT systems increasingly require interoperability 
across platforms and flexible services that can easily evolve over time. This has led to the 
prevalence of XML  as the universal language for representing and transmitting structured data 
that is independent of programming language, software platform, and hardware.  

Building on the broad acceptance of XML, Web services are applications that use standard 

transports, encodings, and protocols to exchange information. With broad support across 

vendors and businesses, Web services enable computer systems on any platform to 
communicate over corporate intranets, extranets, and across the Internet with support for 

end - to -end  security, reliable messaging, distributed transactions, and more.  

Web services are based on a core set of standards that describe the syntax and semantics of 
software communication: XML provides the common syntax for representing data; the Simple 

Object A ccess Protocol (SOAP) provides the semantics for data exchange; and the Web 
Services Description Language (WSDL) provides a mechanism to describe the capabilities of a 
Web service. Additional specifications, collectively referred to as the WS -* architectur e, define 
functionality for Web services discovery, eventing, attachments, security, reliable messaging, 
transactions, and management.  

 

 
 

1.2  MODULE OBJECTIVES  

ǒ Understand the functionality provided by WSS Web Services  

ǒ Understand the functionality provided by M OSS Web Services  
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1.3  ABOUT THIS MODULE  

This module will focus on the individual web services and the methods that they employ.  The 
SDK contains far more detail on the web services and their methods.  This course will serve as 
an overview for the web services  with some opportunities to use the web services in a lab type 

environment.  In general, however, detailed examples for each method  would make this 
module far to lengthy without adding actual value.  In the event that you would like additional 
detail on a  particular web service or method you have two options.   

The first is to browse the web service directly and click on the method you are interested in.  

So for the alerts web service you would browse to http://servername/_vti_bin/alerts.asmx .  
When you br owse a web service you will see a page like the one below from the alerts web 
service.  

 

If you click on GetAlerts for instance you will see a sample post and response that can be 

useful in developing custom code to utilize the web service.  The sample pos t and response 
looks like this:  
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The second option for obtaining additional detail on SharePoint web services is to download 

the SDK for SharePoint which can be found from the MSDN web site at:  

http://msdn.microsoft.com/office/server/moss/  

The SDK includes a tremendous amount of information on all of the web services along with 

C# code samples.  

A useful tool for manipulating web services is wfetch (available from Microsoft web site ï Part 

of IIS resource kit ).  The interface for wfetch looks like this:  

http://msdn.microsoft.com/office/server/moss/
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In the top right hand box you can include the required headers and xml body that the web 

service requires.  The program can log to a text file for later review and as you can see at the 
top of the log output window the last status response from the server is displayed.  The output 
from wfetch is similar to a netmon but the tool allows you to make specific requests to the 
server and view the specific output so it can be useful for very explicit troubleshooting.  

2  WSS WEB SERVICES  

There are 19 web services that are included in a WSS install.  These web services provide all 

kinds of functionality from alerts to web related information.  The vast majority of client 
inte roperability is provided by these web services.  

LESSON OBJECTIVES:  

ǒ Know the functionality provided by WSS Web Services  
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2.1  ADMIN.ASMX  

The admin web service is unique among the WSS web services in that it is hosted in the 

central administration web site.  Th e url to the service is 
http://servername:adminport/_vti_adm/admin.asmx .  The admin web service allows 
for the creation and deletion of site collections among other things.  

 

Method Name  Description  

CreateSite  This method will create a new site  

DeleteSi te  This method will delete an existing site  

GetLanguages  Returns the lanuage/s of the server  

RefreshConfigCache  Forces the refreshing of the configuration cache  

 

2.1.1  Try This  

1.  Configure wfetch to connect to the admin web service  
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2.  Paste the following tex t into the advanced request box  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset=utf -8 

SOAPAction: "http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/CreateSite"  

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?>  

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:x sd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns:soap="http://schemas.xmlsoap.org/soap/envelope/">  

  <soap:Body>  

    <CreateSite xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/">  

      <Url> http:// moss2007 /sites / sitecollection </Url>  

      <Title> Web Servic e Site Collection </Title>  

      <Description> Created by the admin web service </Description>  

      <Lcid> 1033 </Lcid>  

      <WebTemplate> sts#0 </WebTemplate>  

      <OwnerLogin> tailspintoys \ administrator </OwnerLogin>  

      <OwnerName> Administrator </OwnerName>  
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      <OwnerEmail> Administrator@tailspintoys.com </OwnerEmail>  

      <PortalUrl></PortalUrl>  

      <PortalName></PortalName>  

    </CreateSite>  

  </soap:Body>  

</soap:Envelope>  

3.  Examine the results and browse the newly created site  

2.2  ALERTS.ASMX  

The alerts web s ervice provides methods for working with alerts remotely.  There are two 

methods that can be used with this web service.  

 

Method Name  Description  

DeleteAlerts  The deletealerts method will delete user alerts when provided the id of 

the alert to delete  

GetAlerts  GetAlerts returns the alerts that a user has created in the current site.  

No information needs to be provided for this action as the authenticated 
user determines whose alerts to return and the url executing the 
command provides the scope.  

 

2.2.1  Try  This  

1.  Start Wfetch and enter the information for the alerts web service as you see below 

(donôt forget to specify credentials). 
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2.  In the Advanced Request dialog choose add headers and body and then paste in the 

following xml:  

Content -Type: text/xml; charse t=utf -8\ r\ n 

SOAPAction: 

"http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/2002/1/alerts/GetAlerts" \ r \ n 

\ r \ n 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?> \ r\ n 

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSch ema" 
xmlns:soap="http://schemas.xmlsoap.org/soap/envelope/"> \ r\ n 

  <soap:Body> \ r\ n 

    <GetAlerts 

xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/2002/1/alerts/" /> \ r \ n 

  </soap:Body> \ r\ n 

</soap:Envelope> \ r\ n 

3.  Ensure that the verb you have chosen (top l eft) is Post and then click ñGo!ò 

4.  Examine the results  
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5.  Create an alert on the site and rerun the post to the web service  

6.  How did the results change?  

If you wish to log to a text file you can click log settings on the file menu to configure 

those options.  

 

 

2.3  COPY.ASMX  

This web service supports the auto copy features of WSS.  This is a new feature that allows 

the content developer to copy a document from one list to another and SharePoint will 
maintain the relationship such that future updates can be pushed to  the destination urls easily.  
There are three methods that can be used with this service.  

 

Method Name  Description  

CopyIntoItems This method is called in order to copy an item to locations on 

another server.   It is basically saying: ñHere is the document 
stream and the properties from that item at SourceUrl.   Copy 

them to items A, B and C that reside on your serverò.   

CopyIntoItemsLocal This method is similar to CopyIntoItems.  This method is called 

when the source item and the destination items all li ve on the 
same server.   Someone calling this method basically says: ñCopy 
item A to locations B, C and Dò.   

GetItem This method gets the fields and the document stream of an item 

on a server.  It is basically saying: ñGive me the fields and the 
document stream for the item at Urlò.  All that is required is the 
url for the item.  The response includes meta information and the 
document stream.  
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2.3.1  Try This  

1.  Upload a sample.doc (word document) to a document library on your server  

2.  Again using wfetch configure th e connection to post to the copy.asmx  

 

3.  In the advanced request pane choose add headers and body and include the 

following xml but be sure to replace the bold url string with a correct string for your 

server.  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset=utf -8\ r\ n 

SOAPAction: "http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/GetItem" \ r\ n 

\ r \ n 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?> \ r\ n 

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 
xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 

xmlns:soap="http://schemas.x mlsoap.org/soap/envelope/"> \ r\ n 

  <soap:Body> \ r\ n 

    <GetItem xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/"> \ r\ n 

      <Url> http://servername/shared documents/sample.doc </Url> \ r\ n 

    </GetItem> \ r\ n 
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  </soap:Body> \ r\ n 

</soap:Envelope> \ r\ n 

4.  Examine the output and make not of all the field values as well as the document 

stream that you can see returned in the results.  

2.4  DSPSTS.ASMX  

This web service is also known as the STSAdapter.  This web service  provides a method for 

performing queries against lists in Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services.   The only method 
for this service is queryRequest .   

 

2.5  DWS.ASMX  

The Document Work Space web service provides a means of working with document 

workspaces.  This allows remote clients to make full use of the unique c apabilities of document 
workspaces.  There are several methods that this web service accepts.  
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Name  Description  

CanCreateDwsUrl Office applications call CanCreateDwsUrl before calling CreateDws, 

in order to obtain a ñlegalò URL for the new workspace.  A ñlegalò 
URL is one that is unique on the web site (does not conflict with 
existing webs/libraries/folder), and that does not contain certain 

forbidden characters.  This method is also called to determine if a 
given website is available for the current  user to create a 
workspace (correct permissions, etc.).   

CreateDws The Office applications call the CreateDws web method to create 

new Shared Workspace from the Shared Workspace TaskPane and 
from Outlook.  The CreateDws method creates a Document 
Workspa ce site and optionally adds users and documents to the 

new SharePoint site. This method creates a Document Workspace 
site in the same language as the parent Web site but with unique 

permissions. The new site does not inherit permissions from the 
parent sit e.  

CreateFolder The Office applications call the CreateFolder web method to create 

a new folder in a Shared Workspace in the Document tab from the 
Shared Workspace.  

DeleteDws The Office applications call the DeleteDws web method to delete 

the Shared Work space.  The DeleteDws method deletes the 
current Document Workspace site and its contents without 
warning, unless the site contains subsites.  

DeleteFolder Deleting a folder  is done through the DeleteFolder web method.  

The ñfolder_nameò parameter refers to the web - relative name of 
the folder to be deleted. The DeleteFolder  method deletes 
without warning a subfolder and its contents from a document 

library of the current Document Workspace site.  

FindDwsDoc The Office applications call the FindDwsDoc web me thod to resolve 

the file id to a file name.  The Office application calls FindDwsDoc 
upon opening a file that was received as a ñshared attachmentò.  
A ñshared attachmentò is an Office document that was sent as a 
special email attachment using Microsoft Ou tlook.  When Outlook 
sends the email, it generates an ID (GUID) and writes it to the 

attachmentôs custom document properties.  We refer to this 
property as the documentôs ñtemporary sharing IDò.  After sending 
the email, Outlook creates a Document Workspac e for the 
attachments.  Outlook includes this same ID in the ñdocumentsò 
parameter of the CreateDws SOAP request.  Upon receiving the 
CreateDws request, the newly created web site stores the ID in 
association with the document URL.  When the server receive s a 

FindDwsDoc SOAP request, it returns the URL for the document 

that is associated with the given ID.  

GetDwsData The Office applications call the GetDwsData web method when 

updates are needed after the initial set up of the Shared 
Workspace pane; this ha ppens if the user clicks on the ñGet 
Updatesò button or if polling of the Shared Workspace happens.  
The GetDwsData  method returns general information about the 

Document Workspace site as well as its members, documents, 
links, and tasks.  
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Name  Description  

GetDwsMetaData The Office applications call the GetDwsMetaData web method on 

the Dws web service to retrieve various settings urls, list and web 
user permissions, workspace type and other Shared Workspace 
information.  Document refers to the document url; id refers to 

the GUID in the documentôs ñtemporary sharing IDò. 

RemoveDwsUser The Office applications call the RemoveDwsUser web method to 

remove a user from a Shared Workspace, when the action is 
performed in the SharedWorkspace TaskPane. The User_id is in 
the DOMAIN \ use r format.  The RemoveDwsUser method removes 
the specified user from the current Document Workspace site by 
specifying the user ID. However, the methods of the Document 

Workspace service do not provide access to ID values for users of 
the Document Workspace  site. Use the GetUserInfo method of the 

Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services Users and Groups Web 
service to retrieve user ID values.  

RenameDws The Office applications call the RenameDws web method to 

rename a Shared Workspace, with Title referring to t he new 
name.  The RenameDws  method renames the current Document 

Workspace site by changing its title. This operation does not affect 
the URL of the Document Workspace site.  

UpdateDwsData The Office application will call the UpdateDwsData web method so 

tha t users can add tasks and links from the Shared Workspace 
TaskPane.  

 

2.6  FORMS.ASMX  

The Forms  service provides methods for returning forms that are used in the user interface 

when working with the contents of a list.  There are two methods available.  

 

Method  Name  Description  

GetForm The GetForm method of the Forms service returns the schema 

of a form for a specified list based on the name of the list and 
the URL of the form.  

GetFormCollection The GetFormCollection method of the Forms service returns 

the URL s and types of the forms for a list.  
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2.7  IMAGING.ASMX  

The Imaging  service provides methods that enable you to create and manage picture 
libraries.   There are several methods that can be utilized with the imaging web service.  

 

Method Name  Description  

CheckSubwebAndList The CheckSubwebAndList method of the Imaging 

service checks the specified URL and attempts to 

resolve it.  The CheckSubwebAndList method will 
attempt to resolve as much of the URL as it can and 

leave the remaining part in rest attribute.  

CreateNewFolder The CreateNewFolder method of the Imaging service 

creates a new folder with the name "New folder" in 
the specified list and folder. If a folder called "New 
folder" already exists in the specified folder, the 
CreateNewFolder method tries to crea te "New 
folder(1)", "New folder(2)", and so on.  

Delete The Delete  method of the Imaging  service 

removes the specified files and folders (items) from 
the specified list on the current Web site.  

Download The Download  method of the Imaging  service 

downloads  the specified files (items) in a list on the 
current Web site.  

Edit This method allows the editing of information about 

a picture in a picture library.  

GetItemsByIds The GetItemsByIds  method of the Imaging  
service returns the items with the specified ID s.  

GetItemsXMLData The GetItemsXMLData  method of the Imaging  

service returns the metadata of all the items in the 
specified list on the current Web site.  
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Method Name  Description  

GetListItems The GetListItems  method of the Imaging  service 

returns the last modified date and other  information 
about the items in a specified folder in a list on the 
current Web site.  Because the real XML for each 

item is a direct copy of the Microsoft Windows 
SharePoint Services object model output, and 
Windows SharePoint Services can change its form at 
from time to time, the XML is volatile.  Because the 
real XML for each item is a direct copy of the 
Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services object model 
output, and Windows SharePoint Services can 

change its format from time to time, the XML is 
volatile.  

ListPictureLibrary The ListPictureLibrary  method of the Imaging  

service lists all picture libraries on the current Web 
site.  

Rename The Rename  method of the Imaging  service 
renames the specified files (items) in a list on the 

current Web site.  

Upload The Upload  method of the Imaging  service uploads 

a file to a list on the current Web site.  

 

2.8  LISTS.ASMX  

The lists web service has a greatly expanded set of methods available in WSS V3.  The Lists 

web service Provides methods for working with lists and list d ata.  
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Method Name  Description  

AddAttachment  Adds an attachment to the specified list item in 

the specified list.  

AddDiscussionBoardItem  This method is new for WSS V3 and allows the 

adding of new items to a discussion board.  
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Method Name  Description  

AddList  Creates a list in th e current site based on the 
specified name, description, and list template 

ID.  

AddListFromFeature  This is a new method for WSS V3.  This method 
will add a list based on the provisioning of a 

feature.  

ApplyContentTypeToList  This method is new for WSS V3 a nd will add a 
site content type to a list given the 

contenttypeid.  

CheckInFile  This method allows the remote client to check in 

a file that has been checked out.  

CheckOutFile  The checkoutfile method will, of course, check 

out a file.  

CreateContentType  This method will create a new content type in 

the list.  Note that this is different from 
ApplyContentTypeToList which uses an existing 
site content type.  

DeleteAttachment  The DeleteAttachment  method of the Lists  

service removes the attachment from the 
specified list item.  

DeleteContentType  This method deletes a content type from a list.  

DeleteContentTypeXmlDocument  Removes the given content type XML document 

from the given content type.  

DeleteList  The DeleteList  method of the Lists  service 
deletes the s pecified list.  

GetAttachmentCollection  The GetAttachmentCollection  method of the 

Lists  service returns a list of the URLs for 
attachments to the specified item.  

GetList  The GetList  method of the Lists  service returns 

a schema for the specified list.  

Get ListAndView  The GetListAndView  method of the Lists  

service returns the list and view schemas for 
the specified list.  

GetListCollection  The GetListCollection  method of the Lists  

service returns the names and GUIDs for all the 
lists in the site.  

GetListCon tentType  Gets the schema for a content type.  

GetListContentTypes  Returns a collection of the content types on the 
given list.  
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Method Name  Description  

GetListItemChanges  The GetListItemChanges  method of the Lists  
service returns changes made to the list since 

the specified date and time.  

GetListItemChangesSinceToken  This method returns all items changed since a 
specified time stamp.  

GetListItems  The GetListItems  method of the Lists  service 

returns information about items in the list based 
on the specified query.  

GetVersionColl ection  Returns a collection of versions for a particular 

item.  

UndoCheckOut  This method will undo a check out of an item.  

UpdateContentType  Updates the given content type.  

UpdateContentTypeXmlDocument  Updates an XML document within the given 

content typ e.  

UpdateList  The UpdateList  method of the Lists  service 

updates a list based on the specified field 
definitions and list properties.  

UpdateListItems  The UpdateListItems  method of the Lists  

service adds, deletes, or updates the specified 
items in a list on the current site.  

 

2.8.1  Try This  

1.  Configure wfetch to connect to the lists web service  
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2.  Paste the following text into the Advanced Request field.  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset=utf -8 

SOAPAction: "http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/GetListCollecti on"  

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?>  

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns:soap="http://schemas.xmlsoap.org/soap/envelope/">  

  <soap:Body>  

    <GetListCollection xmlns ="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/" />  

  </soap:Body>  

</soap:Envelope>  

3.  Examine the results and note the various settings for the lists on your site.  

2.9  MEETINGS.ASMX  

The Meetings  service provides methods that enable you to create and manage Meeti ng 

Workspace sites.  
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Method Name  Description  

AddMeeting  The AddMeeting  method of the Meetings  service 

associates a meeting with the Meeting Workspace site on 
the specified Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services 

server.  The AddMeeting  method is basically  the non -

iCal version of the AddMeetingFromICal  method. As in 
the AddMeetingFromICal  method, the organizerEmail  
parameter is used to indicate the organizer of the 
meeting when the organizer is a delegate.  

AddMeetingFromICal  The AddMeetingFromICal  method o f the Meetings  

service associates a meeting represented in Internet 
Calendar (iCal) format with the Meeting Workspace site 
on the specified Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services 
server.  
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Method Name  Description  

CreateWorkspace  The CreateWorkspace  method of the Meetings  service 
creates a new Meeting Workspace subsite on the 

specified Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services server.  
The CreateWorkspace  method creates a subsite that is 
used to manage meetings, on the site the request is 
posted to.  The subsite that is created is always  given a 
unique name, and the title  parameter may be truncated 
to fit within the limitations of maximum Web URL (236 

characters). If the title provided in the call is an empty 
string, the title will be substituted with the localized 
version of the string " Untitled". The string is localized 
based on the site you have posted to. For example, if 
you post to http://spserver1/test and "test" is a German 
subsite, the title of the new subsite will be the German 

string for "Untitled".   If no template is provided, the MPS 

template is used as the default; if the LCID is specified 
as 0 (zero), the LCID of the site you have posted the 
request to is used for the new subsite.   If the title  
parameter is not specified, the name of the site and the 
title are set to "Untitl ed". If a Meeting Workspace site 
already exists with the same name that is specified for 
this parameter, the title you specify is appended with 

(1), (2), and so on.  

DeleteWorkspace  The DeleteWorkspace  method of the Meetings  service 
deletes the Meeting Wor kspace site from the specified 

Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services server.  The 
DeleteWorkspace  method fails if the Web site you are 
trying to delete is not a Meeting Workspace site.  

GetMeetingWorkspaces  The GetMeetingWorkspaces  method of the Meetings  

service lists the Meeting Workspace sites located in the 
root directory of the specified Microsoft Windows 
SharePoint Services server at the specified site location.  
The GetMeetingWorkspaces  method returns a list of 
Meeting Workspace sites that are immedia tely below the 
site you post to. The list includes only sites on which you 

have permissions to add meetings.  The recurring  
parameter indicates what type of meeting you intend to 
add to the Meeting Workspace site. If the recurring  
parameter is passed as fa lse , empty and single instance 
meetings are returned. If recurring  is set to true , this 
method returns only empty Meeting Workspace sites, 
since recurring meetings can only be linked to empty 

Meeting Workspace sites.  

GetMeetingsInformation  The GetMeetings Information  method of the Meetings  
service lists the languages and templates supported by 

the specified Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services 
server. It also specifies whether the caller has the 
ManageSubweb  right on the Meeting Workspace site 
and shows ot her workspace settings, such as Anonymous 
Access, Unique Permissions, the meeting count, and 
AllAuthenticatedUsers.  The GetMeetingsInformation  
method allows you to retrieve a a lot of information at 

once.  
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Method Name  Description  

RemoveMeeting  The RemoveMeeting  method of the Mee tings  service 
removes the association between a meeting and a 

Meeting Workspace site.  

RestoreMeeting  The Restore  method of the Meetings  service restores 
and relinks a meeting that was previously removed from 

a meeting instance.  

SetAttendeeResponse  The Se tAttendeeResponse  method of the Meetings  
service sets the attendee response for a meeting.  

SetWorkspaceTitle  The SetWorkspaceTitle  method of the Meetings  

service sets the title of the Meeting Workspace site on 
the specified Microsoft Windows SharePoint Se rvices 

server.  The SetWorkspaceTitle  method returns a 

SOAP response, but like a void function return, it does 
not have any return data to parse. This method works 
only with Meeting Workspace sites.  

UpdateMeeting  The UpdateMeeting  method of the Meetings  service 

updates the meeting information on a Meeting 
Workspace site.  

UpdateMeetingFromICal  The UpdateMeetingFromICal  method of the Meetings  

service updates meeting information stored in Internet 
Calendar (iCal) format.  If attendees are processed in 
this c all and there are issues during the attendee 
processing, this method will return additional 
information. In particular, it will detect when all the users 
could not be resolved and when the quota limit is 

exceeded.  If all the users could not be resolved, t he 
error code of the error returned will be 12, and the 
Manage User Page will point to aclinv.aspx, together with 
a list of the users that could not be resolved, as shown in 
the XML response below.   If the quota limit is exceeded, 
the error code of the er ror returned will be 11, and the 
Manage User Page will point to user.aspx (for example, 

to "http://myserver/Test 
Meeting/_layouts/1033/user.aspx").  

 

2.10  PEOPLE.ASMX  

The people web service allows for remote user manipulation.  There are three methods that 

this  web service supports.  
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Method Name  Description  

GetPrincipalsInGroup  This method will resolve users that are in a particular group.   

ResolvePrincipals  This method will resolve user information given the key for the 

account  

SearchPrincipals  This method  allows searching for principals based on keyword 

strings.  

 

2.10.1  Try This  

1.  Start wfetch and configure it as you see below  

 

2.  Paste the following into the advanced request box and replace the bolded text with 

some search criteria.  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset= utf -8 

SOAPAction: "http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/SearchPrincipals"  
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<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?>  

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns:soap="http://s chemas.xmlsoap.org/soap/envelope/">  

  <soap:Body>  

    <SearchPrincipals xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/">  

      <searchText> string </searchText>  

      <maxResults> int </maxResults>  

      <principalType> None or User or DistributionList or  SecurityGroup or 
SharePointGroup or All </principalType>  

    </SearchPrincipals>  

  </soap:Body>  

</soap:Envelope>  

3.  Examine the results  

2.11  PERMISSIONS.ASMX  

The permissions web service, while not new for WSS V3 has several new methods available.  
The permissions  web service allows for working with the permissions of a site or list.  

 

Method Name  Description  

AddPermission  The AddPermission  method of the Permissions  

service modifies site - level permissions for the site 
group that exists on the site, or adds or modi fies 

permissions to the specified list for the user, site 
group, or cross -site group that exists on the site.  
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Method Name  Description  

AddPermissionCollection  The AddPermissionCollection  method of the 
Permissions  service modifies site - level permissions 

for the specified collectio n of existing site groups, or 
adds or modifies permissions to the list for the 
specified collection of existing users, or site groups.  

GetListItemPermissionsByUser  The GetListItemPermissionsByUser method allows the 

returning of permissions for a list item  when provided 
an item and username.  

GetListPermissionsByUser  This method returns the permissions for a list when 

provided the list id and the username  

GetPermissionCollection  Returns the collection of permissions for a site or list.  

GetPermissionsByTok en  Returns permissions for objects based on a token  

GetPermissionsByUser  Returns the permissions for objects based on a 

username  

RemovePermission  The RemovePermission  method of the Permissions  

service removes the specified permission from the list.  

Remo vePermissionCollection  The RemovePermissionCollection  method of the 
Permissions  service removes permissions from the 

list for the specified members.  

UpdatePermission  The UpdatePermission  method of the Permissions  

service modifies site - level permissions fo r the 
specified site group, or modifies permissions to the list 

for the specified user, site group, or cross -site group.  

 

2.12  SHAREPOINTEMAILWS.AS MX  

This is known in the UI as the SharePoint Directory Management Service.  This web service is 

used to create Di stribution lists for email enabled lists.  
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Method Name  Description  

ChangeContactsMembershipInDistributionGroup  This method changes the 

membership of a SharePoint 
Created DL  

ChangeUsersMembershipInDistributionGroup  Adds or deletes users in a 

Distribution  Group.  

CreateContact  This method creates a  contact  

CreateDistributionGroup  This method will create a new 

distribution group.  

DeleteContact  This method will delete a contact  

DeleteDistributionGroup  This method deletes a distribution 

group  

GetJobStatu s This method returns the status of 
a Distribution Group job when 

provided the jobid  

ModifyContact  This method is used to modify 
existing contacts.  

ModifyDistributionGroup  This method will modify an 

existing distribution group.  

RenameDistributionGroup  This method will rename an 

existing distribution group  
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2.13  SITEDATA.ASMX  

The Site Data  service provides methods that return metadata or list data from sites or lists in 
Microsoft Windows SharePoint Services.   This web service is read only.  

 

 

Method Name  Desc ription  

EnumerateFolder  The EnumerateFolder  method of the Site Data  service returns 

information about the files and folders within a folder on a 
SharePoint site.  

GetAttachments  The GetAttachments  method of the Site Data  service returns 

the URLs for all a ttachments to a specified item in a SharePoint 
list.  

GetChanges  This method will return the changes since a particular point in 

time.  

GetContent  This method gets the content for a particular item including 
security  

GetList  The GetList  method of the Site  Data  service returns metadata 

from the specified SharePoint list.  

GetListCollection  The GetListCollection  method of the Site Data  service returns 

information about all the lists in the current SharePoint site.  

GetListItems  The GetListItems  method of the  Site Data  service performs a 

query against the specified SharePoint list.  

GetSite  The GetSite  method of the Site Data  service returns site 

metadata, information about the subsites in the current site 
collection, and information about the cross -site group s on the site 
and about the users who are members of each group.  
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Method Name  Desc ription  

GetSiteAndWeb  The GetSiteAndWeb  method of the Site Data  service returns 
the absolute URL of a subsite and the absolute URL of its top - level 

parent site based on the specified site URL.  

GetS iteUrl  The GetSiteUrl method will return the url and the siteid of a site  

GetURLSegments  The GetURLSegments method will return various ids of the items 

making up the url.  

GetWeb  The GetWebCollection method of the Site Data service returns site 

and list m etadata, as well as information about the users and site 
groups for the current SharePoint site.  

 

2.13.1  Try This  

1.  Configure Wfetch to look like this:  

 

2.  Paste the following xml into the advanced request field  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset=utf -8 

SOAPAction: "htt p://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/GetListCollection"  

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?>  
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<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema" 
xmlns:soap="http://schemas.xmlsoap.org/so ap/envelope/">  

  <soap:Body>  

    <GetListCollection xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/" />  

  </soap:Body>  

</soap:Envelope>  

3.  Examine the results  

2.14  SITES.ASMX  

The Sites  service provides a method for returning information about the collection o f site 

templates on the virtual server.  

 

Method Name  Description  

ExportWeb  Exports a Web site.  

GetSiteTemplates  The GetSiteTemplates  method of the Sites  service 

returns information about the collection of site definitions 
and site templates on the virtu al server.  

GetUpdatedFormDigest  This method returns an updated form digest for the url  

ImportWeb  The ImportWeb method is used to import a web to the 

site  

 

2.14.1  Try This  

1.  Configure wfetch as you see below:  
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2.  Paste the following into the Advanced request window :  

Content -Type: text/xml; charset=utf -8 

SOAPAction: "http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/GetSiteTemplates"  

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="utf -8"?>  

<soap:Envelope xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema - instance" 

xmlns:xsd="http://www.w3.org/20 01/XMLSchema" 
xmlns:soap="http://schemas.xmlsoap.org/soap/envelope/">  

  <soap:Body>  

    <GetSiteTemplates xmlns="http://schemas.microsoft.com/sharepoint/soap/">  

      <LCID>1033</LCID>  

    </GetSiteTemplates>  

  </soap:Body>  

</soap:Envelope>  

3.  Examine the re sults  


